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When a regulatory action is exempt from executive branch review pursuant to § 2.2-4002 or § 2.2-4006 of the Virginia 
Administrative Process Act (APA), the agency is encouraged to provide information to the public on the Regulatory 
Town Hall using this form.   
 
Note:  While posting this form on the Town Hall is optional, the agency must comply with requirements of the Virginia 
Register Act, the Virginia Register Form, Style, and Procedure Manual, and Executive Orders 36 (06) and 58 (99).  

 

Summary  
 
Please provide a brief summary of all regulatory changes, including the rationale behind such changes.  
Alert the reader to all substantive matters or changes.  If applicable, generally describe the existing 
regulation. 
                
 
Federal OSHA revised the Marine Terminals Standard and related sections of the Longshoring 
Standard by issuing new provisions in the Marine Terminals Standard (29 CFR 1917) to regulate 
the use of Vertical Tandem Lifts (“VTLs”).  The Longshoring Standard (29 CFR 1918) 
incorporates those requirements by reference.  The new requirements are related to the practice 
of a container crane lifting two intermodal containers together, one on top of the other, connected 
by semiautomatic twistlocks (SATLs).  This practice is known as a vertical tandem lift.  SATLs 
were designed to connect and secure intermodal containers that are stowed on the deck of a 
vessel.  The final standard permits VTLs of no more than two empty containers provided certain 
safeguards are followed. 

 
The final rule includes additional provisions limiting the type of crane that may be used in VTLs, 
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requiring a prelift, prohibiting handling containers below deck as a VTL, limiting VTL 
operations in windy conditions, and prohibiting VTLs of platform containers.  The final rule also 
contains new requirements for employee training and the safe ground transport of vertically 
coupled containers.  Lastly, the final rule contains specifications on the strength of interbox 
connectors used in VTLs. 
 

Statement of final agency action 
 
Please provide a statement of the final action taken by the agency including (1) the date the action was 
taken, (2) the name of the agency taking the action, and (3) the title of the regulation. 
                
 
On April 16, 2009, the Safety and Health Codes Board adopted federal OSHA’s revisions to its 
final rule on Longshoring and Marine Terminals; Vertical Tandem Lifts, §§1917.71 and 1918.85, 
Public Sector Only, as it appeared in 73 FR 75245 on December 12, 2009, with an effective date 
of July 15, 2009. 
 

Family impact 
 
Assess the impact of this regulatory action on the institution of the family and family stability.  
               
 
These revisions will have no impact on the institution of the family and family stability. 
 
To access the final rule for Longshoring and Marine Terminals; Vertical Tandem Lifts, Parts 
1917 and 1918, Public Sector Only, please see attachment or go to: 
 
 http://www.osha.gov/FedReg_osha_pdf/FED20081210.pdf 
 
 

http://www.osha.gov/FedReg_osha_pdf/FED20081210.pdf
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Longshoring and Marine Terminals; Vertical Tandem Lifts, 
§§1917.71 and 1918.85, Public Sector Only; Final Rule 

 
 
 
 As Adopted by the 
 
 Safety and Health Codes Board 
 
 Date: April 16, 2009 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 
 
 
 
 VIRGINIA OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY AND HEALTH PROGRAM 
 
 VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND INDUSTRY 
 
 Effective Date: July 15, 2009 
 
  

16 VAC 25-120-1917.71, Terminals handling intermodal containers or roll-on roll-off 
operations; Marine Terminals Standard, Public Sector Only, §1917.71 

 
16 VAC 25-130-1918.85, Containerized cargo operations, Longshoring, Public Sector Only, 

§1918.85 
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When the regulations, as set forth in the final rule for Longshoring and Marine Terminals; 
Vertical Tandem Lifts, §§1917.71 and 1918.85, Public Sector Only, are applied to the 
Commissioner of the Department of Labor and Industry and/or to Virginia employers, the 
following federal terms shall be considered to read as below: 
 
 
Federal Terms      VOSH Equivalent 
 
29 CFR      VOSH Standard 
 
Assistant Secretary     Commissioner of Labor and 
       Industry 
 
Agency      Department 
         
April 9, 2009 July 15, 2009  
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